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a safer and better place for all. On July
3, Deputy Chief Garaven will end his
long and impressive career at the
Tustin Police Department.

Thankfully, the image of a young un-
dercover officer will remain to inspire
the next generation of officers at the
police department to strive for great-
ness in everything they do.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Deputy Chief Garaven on
an outstanding 30-year career serving
the city of Tustin. I wish him the abso-
lute best as he begins the next great
chapter of his life.

——
ENSURING SAFE DRINKING WATER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend I visited Flint, Michigan,
where I met with neighbors and resi-
dents, one of whom was named Joyce.

Joyce is one of the more than 100,000
residents in Flint who have and con-
tinue to endure a life-threatening
water crisis in their city which has
gone on for years. Like too many fami-
lies in Flint, Joyce’s family has suf-
fered incredible loss due to the crimi-
nal contamination of Flint’s water.

Joyce’s son’s name is Joseph. He was
a father of three, and as any of us
would, he believed that the water that
he drank, bathed, and cooked with—the
water that he gave to his children—was
clean. He had no reason to believe oth-
erwise.

But after the city of Flint changed
its water source from Detroit’s water
system to Flint River in 2014 to cut
costs, Joseph began to develop rashes
and bacteria that ate away at his flesh
forcing him to tape his skin together
on his face and on his back with band-
aids.

It was so bad that his doctors kept
asking him if he had traveled to a
Third World country recently. Where
in the world had he been that had
caused his organs to deteriorate as rap-
idly as they were?

Joseph died leaving behind his three
children; his family; and his mother,
Joyce, who continues to keep his mem-
ory alive.

Joseph’s story is tragic and heart-
wrenching, and the sad part is that this
is not a one-off case. Samples of drink-
ing water from Flint found 13,000 parts
per billion of lead in the community’s
water, which is nearly 900 times higher
than the EPA’s maximum limit of 15
parts per billion.

Scientific evidence shows that this
lead contamination has killed at least
a dozen people in Flint from Legion-
naires’ disease. It has deteriorated the
short- and long-term health of tens of
thousands of people in the community,
including at least 9,000 children under
the age of 6.

It has created ripple effects causing
fetal death and lower fertility rates
that continue to have an impact on
those who are affected and will con-
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tinue to have an impact on this com-
munity for generations to come.

Now, there are other cases of other
illnesses such as cancers and things
that are not even being tracked but are
likely related to this contaminated
water, and that will continue.

It has been over 1,500 days since this
crisis began and the people of Flint
today still do not have clean water.
Understandably, they don’t trust their
government to tell them the truth
after they have been told the water is
clean and safe time and again, only to
show that it is not and people continue
to get sick.

These are the same officials who de-
cided to put cost savings over human
lives who later reassured the commu-
nity that the water was safe when they
knew that it wasn’t. Now, despite this
heartache, death, and destruction,
those responsible in local, State, and
Federal Government have not been
held accountable for creating and per-
petuating this horrifying crisis.

Poisoning over 100,000 people through
their water is criminal, yet not a single
person has been charged. Not only
that, but the State has declared the
water in Flint to be lead-free and has
shut down the only bottled distribution
facility in the city. The need is still
there, so we have churches and volun-
teers in the city who are coming to-
gether and cobbling together a means
to distribute bottled water in whatever
way that they can, taking care of each
other, and demanding accountability
for those responsible for this devasta-
tion.

Understandably, they feel they have
been forgotten, that their voices are
not being heard, and that they have
been left behind. All they are asking is
that this country—our country—hear
their personal stories and shine a light
on the problems that still continue.

We understand that this is not a
problem isolated to Flint, Michigan,
but is a problem that faces commu-
nities all across the country. We know
that Flint is not alone. With the aging
and crumbling infrastructure in this
country, we know that too many of our
communities don’t have safe water to
drink. We need Federal investment in
our country’s dangerously dilapidated
water infrastructure now.

In my home State of Hawaii alone, it
is estimated that we will need over $1
billion in drinking water investment
over the next 20 years just to ensure
that our people have safe water to
drink.

I am a co-sponsor of the WATER Act
which will make these critical im-
provements to our drinking water and
wastewater services, replace old, lead-
ridden pipes, and stop sewage overflows
and other problems that are contami-
nating our national water infrastruc-
ture.

We must hold those responsible for
the poisoning of Flint accountable for
the lives that they have ruined. Along
with passing the WATER Act into law,
we need to expand water testing in
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high-risk areas. We need to send a mes-
sage to this country that we stand to-
gether. Water is life. We cannot survive
without it.

———
O 1030

RECOGNIZING THE YOUTH POLICE
ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Youth Po-
lice Academy of the Falls Township
Police Department, a 10-day program
beginning its 2018 session in mid-July.
This program teaches its students
Pennsylvania State laws and gives
them lessons on patrol scenarios, crime
scene investigations, and the use of
force.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to share
with you that this educational experi-
ence for Bucks County youth has re-
ceived over $6,000 in community sup-
port. Much of this money was raised
through a 5K run and walk event in
Fallsington, organized by Marty
McLoughlin and Linda Stout, the co-
owners of a local small business, Ex-
treme Fitness Personal Training.

I commend the work of Police Chief
Bill Wilcox and the entire Falls Town-
ship Police Department for supporting
our community’s youth in their per-
sonal and professional growth and re-
spect for law enforcement.

I would like to recognize Marty and
Linda for their hard work and gen-
erosity, and I encourage all in our com-
munity to follow their lead.

RECOGNIZING DR. ROBERT FRASER

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a public servant
in our community for his dedication to
improving the lives and educational ex-
periences of Bucks County students.

Dr. Robert Fraser, the super-
intendent of the Council Rock School
District, recently became one of only
30 school superintendents in the United
States who have successfully com-
pleted the National Superintendent
Certification Program.

This elite program helps bring edu-
cation professionals up to speed on the
various issues that have recently pre-
sented themselves in the American
school system. It covers such facets as
instructional leadership, budget man-
agement, and using cutting-edge tech-
nology to ensure that Council Rock
students and faculty are fully equipped
to use the most effective resources to
assist in the learning process.

I commend Dr. Fraser for his com-
mitment to our community’s students,
and I would like to thank Jerold Grupp
and the entire Council Rock School
Board for all of their work.

RECOGNIZING KRISTIAN FALKENSTEIN

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize the heroic actions of
an individual from Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, for which he was award-
ed the Carnegie Medal from the Car-
negie Hero Fund Commission, which
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seeks to recognize acts of civilian brav-
ery. Kristian Falkenstein of Newtown
played a critical role in saving the life
of a 32-year-old man who was swept out
to sea on the Jersey shore last year.

After seeing a man being swept out
to sea, Kristian immediately sprang
into action, swimming out to save this
man. When Kristian reached him, he
was barely above water. Despite the
tall waves and strong rip current,
Kristian was able to keep him afloat
for several minutes until two life-
guards and a responding police officer
were able to swim out to them with flo-
tation devices to assist until the Coast
Guard was able to respond.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to report
that all individuals have recovered
from this ordeal. I commend Kristian
for his tremendous act of bravery,
which undoubtedly saved a life that
day.

Kristian, your community and your
country are extremely proud of you.

———

CIVILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I am proud to rise and
stand in the well of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of
those who have called for civility. I
compliment them for calling for civil-
ity. I think civility is appropriate at
all times, Mr. Speaker.

But, Mr. Speaker, I do have to ask:
Where were you when the President of
the United States of America stood be-
fore law enforcement officers and said:
“You don’t have to be so nice when you
have a person within your care, cus-
tody, and control?”’—paraphrasing him,
of course. Where were you?

Where was your compassion for the
many people who have been victims of
brutality at the hands of the constabu-
lary?

Where is your compassion for all of
the people who understand that that
was a message, whether intended or
not, to the constabulary, to the police,
that you can abuse people who are in
your care, custody, and control? Where
were you? Why didn’t you speak out?

Where was your sense of outrage as it
relates to the President of the United
States of America encouraging persons
to assault people who were within the
care, custody, and control of the po-
lice?

Encouraging people to do something
unconstitutional, it would have been
and is still unconstitutional to assault
people who are in your care, custody,
and control if you are a peace officer.
So where were you?

Where were you when the President
said there were some nice people
among those at Charlottesville, among
those who happened to be in the KKK,
the neo-Nazis, those who were espous-
ing harm to people?

As you know, a woman lost her life
in Charlottesville. Where were you?
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Why didn’t you come out strongly
against the President of the United
States of America? Where were you?

And then, my dear brothers and sis-
ters, my friends across the aisle, why is
it that you can find reason to condemn
others and propose a resolution, but
you propose not one single resolution
for the President, who has consistently
and persistently created levels of inci-
vility that have emanated to the ex-
tent that some people may have been
harmed already? Where were you?

Why is it such that you can be out-
raged now, but you couldn’t be out-
raged then? Where are you now as he is
putting his bigotry into policy? Where
are you?

Why won’t you stand up to this
President? Are you aiding and abet-
ting? Are you a part of the President’s
support system to implement the big-
otry that he is putting into policy?

It is being done when the President
met with those persons at the White
House to talk about immigration and
then called certain countries in Africa
s—-hole countries.

Now, ironically, he wants to do away
with the diversity visas, which happen
to impact people who may be in Africa.
Where were you? Why won’t you stand
up? Why would you want to implement
this level of bigotry into policy?

I commend you and I am proud of
you for wanting civility. I stand for ci-
vility. But I also know this. Those who
make peaceful protests impossible
make other forms of protest inevitable.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President and to direct their remarks
to the Chair.

———
COMBATING OPIOIDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the opioid crisis
that is devastating families and com-
munities all across our country, in-
cluding my fair State of North Caro-
lina and my district in western North
Carolina.

Like the rest of the country, North
Carolina has not escaped the opioid
epidemic. My State has seen a terri-
fying rise in the number of opioid-re-
lated deaths. From 1999 to 2016, the
number of deaths tied to opioids grew
more than 800 percent.

In 2016 alone, there were are almost
2,000 opioid deaths in North Carolina.
In just one of the counties I represent,
Gaston County, the number of dis-
pensed opioid pills rose to more than
20.5 million pills. That is in a county of
just over 200,000 people. That same
county experienced a thirteenfold jump
in heroin deaths, as well.

While I can list facts all day, it is
only by talking to the loved ones who
have lost family members due to opioid
addiction or those who have come
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through addiction and are on the other
side that you can truly understand the
devastating effects of this crisis. Take,
for example, one of my constituents,
Jennifer Kline.

Jennifer lost her brother, Jake, to
opioid addiction. Before Jake became
an addict, Jennifer and her brother
shared a very, very close relationship.
But opioid addiction turned him into a
person she barely knew. Even though
Jake went to rehab and had a family
who supported him through this whole
process throughout his addiction, he
still lost the battle against opioids.

I had the honor of meeting with Jen-
nifer. She helped me and my staff host
a workshop for local law enforcement
in my district, where she shared the
heartbreaking story of Jake’s addic-
tion. Jake’s and her story is a powerful
reminder that we must do more to ad-
dress this epidemic. We are not doing
enough. The human toll of this crisis is
very, very real, indeed.

Like Jennifer, I have been working
hard to help raise awareness in my dis-
trict, the 10th District of North Caro-
lina, against the dangers of opioid ad-
diction. I have been working with local
businesses, law enforcement officials,
and other community leaders to com-
bat this crisis: I have hosted
roundtables and helped facilitate dis-
cussions between community leaders
on different ways we can work together
to combat this crisis and this epidemic;
I have been there as local municipali-
ties have received funds for tools that
enable safe disposal of unused prescrip-
tions, as well.

Over the past 2 years, there have
been dozens of bills passed in the House
that will help people like Jake and pro-
vide support for family members like
Jennifer. These bills address this issue
from all sides. Some of these bills help
with the prevention of addiction; oth-
ers ensure everyone has access to
treatment and help facilitate their re-
covery; still, others provide important
support to communities affected so
that they can have the tools and re-
sources they need to combat this epi-
demic.

Last Friday, these bills were passed
in the House of Representatives to-
gether in a bill, H.R. 6, the SUPPORT
for Patients and Communities Act. It
is now headed to the United States
Senate and, hopefully, to the Presi-
dent’s desk for signature.

This is an important, holistic step
that this Chamber has taken on a bi-
partisan basis to help combat the
opioid epidemic and help prevent the
tragedy experienced by the Kline fam-
ily from happening to other families in
this country.

We all have stories. We all have loved
ones who have been affected by this
crisis. Congress must do more. We will
continue this fight until we eradicate
this epidemic once and for all.
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